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consisting of trousers, shirt, jumpera cap, socks, and a pair of closed
sandals. We were all required to give our digit-impressions, and at.
about four o'clock marched to our cell with eight ounces of bread for
our evening meal.
CLASSIFICATION OF ASIATICS WITH NATIVES
The cell was situated in the Native quarters and we were housed
in one that was labelled "For Coloured Debtors". It was this experience
for which we were perhaps all unprepared. We had fondly imagined
that we would have suitable quarters apart from the Natives. As it was,
perhaps, it was well that we were classed with the Natives. We would
now be able to study the life of Native prisoners, their customs and manners.
I felt, too, that passive resistance had not been undertaken too soon by the
Indian community. Degradation underlay the classing of Indians with
Natives. The Asiatic Act seemed to me to be the summit of our degrada-
tion. It did appear to me, as I think it would appear to any unpreju-
diced reader, that it would have been simple humanity if we were given
special quarters. The fault did not lie with the gaol authorities. It
was the fault of the law that has made no provision for the special treat-
ment of Asiatic prisoners. Indeed, the Governor of the gaol tried to
make us as comfortable as he could within the regulations. The chief
warder, as also the head warder, who was in immediate charge of us,
completely fell in with the spirit that actuated the Governor. But he
was powerless to accommodate us beyond the horrible din and the
yells of the Native prisoners throughout the day and partly at night
also. Many of the Native prisoners are only one degree removed from
the animal and often created rows and fought among themselves in their
cells. The Governor could not separate the very few Indian prisoners
(It speaks volumes for Indians that among several hundred there were
hardly half a dozen Indian prisoners.) from the cells occupied by the
Native prisoners. And yet it is quite clear that separation is a physical
necessity. So much was the classification of Indians and other Asiatics
with the Natives insisted upon that our jumpers, which being new were
not fully marked, had to be labelled "N", meaning Natives. How this
thoughtless classification has resulted in the Indians being partly starved
will be clearer when we come to consider the question of food.
DESCRIPTION OF THE CELL
The cell in which we were placed was legally capable of holding
thirteen prisoners, so that there was, naturally, sufficient accommoda-
tion to start with. It was a novel sensation to be locked up at half-past
five. The cell was a galvanized-iron construction, fairly strong, though
none too strong for prisoners bent on escaping. There was, perhaps,
fair ventilation. But two small windows at the top, half open, and aper-
tures in the opposite wall hardly reach modern requirements, though